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There will not be a quiz.

Over the course of your adoption trip, youÕll be working with quite a few 
documents written in Chinese characters, flipping through TV channels, and 
browsing stores where there wonÕt be any English words nearby to help you.

Is this going to be a problem for you? No. The legal documents will have 
translations provided. And as weÕve shown you elsewhere on this site, walking 
around your neighborhood and going shopping donÕt require you to learn the 
language.

Still, after a couple weeks youÕll notice that you have been seeing the same 
characters over and over. And youÕll be right - partly because youÕre there for 
adoption (so youÕll be seeing words about children and government matters,) 
and partly because just like English, a small group of words handles most of 
the workload. It is said that you would need to know 3000 - 4000 characters to 
be well-educated - but many people get by with knowing just several hundred. 
(The top 250 characters represent almost 2/3 of all written material.)

This list is certainly not complete, but should give you a head start on helping 
you get the general idea of things youÕll see frequently.

Government and legal words

    �¤  zhōng (sounds like ÒjhawngÓ) Meaning: middle

    ��  gu— (sounds like ÒgwoÓ, rhymes with ÒglowÓ) Meaning: country

                Put the two characters together and you get �¤��  zhōnggu— China

    
�  rŽn (sounds like ÒrunÓ) Meaning: people, person

    �½ m’n  (sounds like ÒminnÓ) Meaning: citizens, populace

                Put the two characters together for 
��½  rŽnm’n ÒThe PeopleÓ

    �¬  gōng (sounds like ÒgungÓ) Meaning: public, collective

    
5 GÙ lǐngyǎng (sounds like Òling yawngÓ) Meaning: adoption

Words about children and people

    ��  h‡i  (sounds like ÒhiÓ)    Meaning: child                       

                Commonly seen in the word ���  h‡izi child

    �p  Žr (sounds like ÒarrrÓ)    Meaning: son

                Commonly seen in the word �p�   Žrzi son, and 	•�p  nǚŽr daughter

    	•  nǚ  (sounds like ÒnewÓ, rhymes with ÒmooÓ)    Meaning: female

    �‰ n‡n (sounds like ÒnoneÓ or ÒnunÓ)    Meaning: male

Words about places

    �z  běi (sounds like ÒbayÓ)    Meaning: north

    �Æ n‡n (sounds like ÒnoneÓ or ÒnunÓ)    Meaning: south

    �ê  dōng (sounds like ÒdungÓ)    Meaning: east

    
b  xī (sounds like ÒsheeÓ)    Meaning: west

    �… guǎng (sounds like ÒgwungÓ)    Meaning: broad, wide

    	-  zhōu (sounds like ÒjoeÓ)    Meaning: province / state, major city

    �˜  jīng (sounds like ÒjingÓ)    Meaning: capital city

    �•  shān (sounds like ÒshunÓ)    Meaning: mountain, hill

    	Í  shˆng (sounds like ÒshungÓ)    Meaning: up, on top

    �<  xiˆ (sounds like ÒshawÓ)    Meaning: down, beneath

Descriptive / useful words

    �G dˆ  (sounds like ÒdahÓ)    Meaning: big, major, broad

    	–  xiǎo (sounds like ÒshaowÓ)    Meaning: little, young

    
Ò shuāng (sounds like ÒshungÓ)    Meaning: double

    �O zˆi  (sounds like ÒsighÓ)    Meaning: at, inside, to exist

    ��  wŽn (sound is between ÒwhenÓ and ÒoneÓ)    

                 Meaning: writing, culture, knowledge

    
¼ pǐn (sounds like ÒpinÓ but stretch out the i sound)    

                 Meaning: goods, articles for sale

    �Ñ r˜u (sounds like ÒrowÓ)    Meaning: meat

    �P huǒ (sounds like ÒhwaÓ)    Meaning: fire

    �f  fēi (sounds like ÒfayÓ)    Meaning: to fly

    ��  wǎng (sounds like ÒwahngÓ, rhymes with ÒwrongÓ)    

                   Meaning: net (for fishing or sports), The Internet

    8'  bā (sounds like ÒbaÓ)    Meaning: a bar (pub)

                    Put these two characters together for ��8'  wǎngbā Internet Cafe

    �3  diˆn  (sounds like Òdee-enÓ)    Meaning: shop, store, inn

Characters youÕll get to know
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