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Characters youOll get to know
There will not be a quiz.

Over the course of your adoption trip, youOll be working with quite a few
documents written in Chinese characters, flipping through TV channels, and
browsing stores where there wonOt be any English words nearby to help you.

Is this going to be a problem for you? No. The legal documents will have
translations provided. And as weOve shown you elsewhere on this site, walking
around your neighborhood and going shopping donOt require you to learn the
language.

Still, after a couple weeks youOll notice that you have been seeing the same
characters over and over. And youOll be right - partly because youOre there for
adoption (so youOll be seeing words about children and government matters,)
and partly because just like English, a small group of words handles most of

the workload. It is said that you would need to know 3000 - 4000 characters to
be well-educated - but many people get by with knowing just several hundred.

(The top 250 characters represent almost 2/3 of all written material.)

This list is certainly not complete, but should give you a head start on helping
you get the general idea of things youOll see frequently.

Government and legal words
o] zh6ng (sounds like OjhawngO) Meaning: middle

gU—(sounds like OgwoO, rhymes with OglowO) Meaning: country
Put the two characters together and you get @ zhonggu— China
rZn (sounds like OrunO) Meaning: people, person
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7211111 (sounds like OminnQ) Meaning: citizens, populace

Put the two characters together for % rZnm’n OThe PeopleO

- g(')ng (sounds like OgungO) Meaning: public, collective

5 G Ulingy éng (sounds like Oling yawngO) Meaning: adoption
Words about children and people
hi (sounds like Ohi®) Meaning: child
Commonly seen in the word htizi child

p ZI (sounds like OarrrO) Meaning: son

Commonly seen inthe word p  Zrzison, and *p niiZr daughter

® NU (sounds like OnewO, rhymes with Omoo®) Meaning: female

%onin (sounds like Onone® or Onun®) Meaning: male

Words about places
Z béi (sounds like ObayO) Meaning: north
/En;tn (sounds like Onone® or Onun®) Meaning: south

e d6ng (sounds like Odung®) Meaning: east

b XT (sounds like OsheeO) Meaning: west

..gu éng (sounds like Ogwung®) Meaning: broad, wide

- zhou (sounds like Ojoe®) Meaning: province / state, major city

ang (sounds like Ojing®) Meaning: capital city

® shan (sounds like Oshun®) Meaning: mountain, hill

—

shAng (sounds like Oshung®) Meaning: up, on top

< xi" (sounds like Oshaw®) Meaning: down, beneath

Descriptive / useful words
G d” (sounds like Odah®) Meaning: big, major, broad
— Xi a0 (sounds like Oshaow®) Meaning: little, young
O shu éng (sounds like Oshung®) Meaning: double

O Z"l (sounds like Osigh®) Meanina: at. inside. to exist



WZN (sound is between OwhenO and Oone0)

Meaning: writing, culture, knowledge

]/4 pin (sounds like OpinO but stretch out the i sound)

Meaning: goods, articles for sale

N I"U (sounds like Orow®) Meaning: meat
P hu O (sounds like Ohwa®) Meaning: fire

f f@i (sounds like Ofay®) Meaning: to fly
Wéng (sounds like OwahngO, rhymes with OwrongO)

Meaning: net (for fishing or sports), The Internet

1 -
8 ba (sounds like ®ba®) Meaning: a bar (pub)

Put these two characters together for 8' wdngba Internet Cafe

3 di"n (sounds like Odee-en®) Meaning: shop, store, inn



